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OCCUPATION, HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
IN EAST TIMOR TO BE ADDRESSED AT UD

DAYTON, Ohio -The country had nine days of independence.
East Timor, which occupies half of a small island 300 miles off the north coast of
Australia, declared its independence when Portuguese rule faltered in November 1975. Nine
days later, Indonesia, which included West Timor, invaded and occupied the region. It annexed
the land in 1976, and the world paid little attention.
Occupation has proved brutal to the East Timorese. By the early 1980s, more than
200,000 people- about a third of the 1975 population- had been killed. Continued
opposition to the Indonesian occupation is ruthlessly suppressed, and today the body count
could be as high as 308,000.
Constancio Pinto, a political refugee from East Timor, will talk about his experience
growing up in East Timor during the Indonesian occupation and the effect the takeover has had
on the people of the region at 7:30 p.m. Thursday, March 26, in Kennedy Union Boll Theatre at
the University of Dayton. The address is free and open to the public.
"My family and I spent almost three years in the mountains hiding from the Indonesian
military," Pinto wrote in a 1996 op-ed published in the Los Angeles Times. " ... When the
Indonesians captured my family in September 1978, we were all suffering from malnutrition;
some of us were close to death from dysentery. But we considered ourselves lucky because
before we were taken away, we saw dead and decaying bodies everywhere. We saw crying
children who had lost their parents or whose parents had abandoned them in the insanity of the
war."
In his talk at UD, Pinto will address U.S. foreign policy and the conflict in East Timor as
well as the role of the Catholic Church.
Pinto's address is sponsored by UD's Center for Social Concern, Catholic Social Action
Office, the Inter-American Forum on Human Rights-USA, the UD chapter of Pax Christi and
Dayton Peace Action.
-30For more information, contact Sister Nancy Bramlage, S.C., director of UD's Center for Social
Concern, at (937) 229-2576.
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